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� a considerable progress of knowledge on the past vegetational 
features of Italy has been attained in the last few years

� complex patterns and discontinuous ranges of modern tree taxa can 
be traced back in time over several thousands of years

� Holocene spread of tree populations can be observed for some tree 
taxa

Ecological insights

� some tree populations did not migrate at all and persisted in the same 
areas during the whole Holocene, simply increasing or decreasing their 
abundance

� this complexity urges not to simply frame the vegetation history in 
standard schemes of North-South differences of vegetation, often based 
on the comparison of pairs of selected sites, but to consider all the 
available records to reconstruct complex vegetational patterns




